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EARLY BRITON RULERS 

Long before the coalescence of England and Scotland into unitary monarchies in the late 9 th and early 10 th 
centuries Britain (and for that matter Ireland) was home to numerous Celtic tribes and clans that were governed 
by a long succession of chieftains. In 5 5 and 54 BC the future Roman dictator Caesar intervened in Briton affairs 
but did not annex any portion of the island; an intended invasion by the emperor Gaius, nicknamed Caligula, 
failed to launch in AD 39 or 40; finally his successor Claudius I succeeded in annexing much of southern Britain 
in 43. Far from the Mediterranean, Britain was considered a foolish and vainglorious conquest and almost 
succeeded in escaping Roman rule in a succession of revolts, including that of Boudicea, the queen of the Iceni, 
in 60—61. Both opposition and Roman abuse were overcome by the governor Gnaeus Iulius Agricola (78—85), 
who carried police actions deep into what is now Scotland. The increasingly Romanized and urbanized south 
was protected by Roman frontier ramparts such as Hadrian’s Wall (c.iio) and the Antonine Wall (c.141) from 
the unsubdued Piets in the north, but Irish and Saxon raiders threatened the western and eastern coasts by sea. 

Distant and isolated, Roman Britain required a substantial amount of military forces, which also rendered it 
dangerous in case of military revolt or the ambitions of its governors. Thus in 193 —197 the governor Decimus 
Clodius Albinus made a bid for the throne and invaded Gaul with his legions. The response of the emperor 
Septimius Severus was to divide Britain into two provinces, Britannia Superior in the south and Britannia 
Inferior in the north, and to campaign in the north, dying at Eboracum (York) in 2.11. Between 160 and 174 
Roman Britain was part of the so-called “Gallic Empire,” a breakaway Roman regime that defied the emperors at 
Rome, before being suppressed by the emperor Aurelianus (170—275). During the reign of Diocletianus (284— 
305), Britain was held by two usurpers, Carausius (186—293) and Allectus (193—296), before being brought 
back into submission. This led to the further subdivision of Roman Britain into four provinces: Britannia Prima 
(west), Britannia Secunda (north), Flavia Caesariensis (middle), Maxima Caesariensis (southeast). 

The emperor Constantius I (305—306) died at Eboracum while campaigning in the north, and it was there 
that his much more famous son Constantinus I (306—337) was acclaimed emperor by the troops. Later British 
traditions tried to tie this first Christian emperor even more closely to Britain by making his mother Helena a 
British princess. A new usurper rose in Britain in the person of Magnus Maximus (383 — 388), who crossed into 
Gaul, extending his authority there and in Spain, and associated his son Victor on the throne as Caesar before 
being defeated and killed by Theodosius I (379—395). Several British royal lines traced their descent from 
Maximus, whose name was rendered in Welsh as Macsen Wledig. During the reign of Theodosius’ weak son 
Honorius (395—423) several new usurpers appeared in Britain: Marcus (406), Gratianus (407), and 
Constantinus (407—411). Only the last of these is less than utterly obscure, and crossed into Gaul in 407 to deal 
with the region’s devastation by various Germanic tribes; by 408 his authority also extended to Spain, at least 
until the rebellion of his general Gerontius in 410. Although Constantinus associated his sons Constans (as 
Augustus) and Iulianus (as Caesar) in power, he failed to establish a lasting dynasty and the family was swept 
away by its rivals in 411. Confounded with the earlier emperors of these names, the 5 th century usurpers also 
came to be considered as ancestors of post-Roman rulers in Britain. Meanwhile Roman Britain, largely denuded 
of troops, was effectively left to its own devices in the face of Pictish, Irish, and Saxon raids. Its appeals for help 
to the Roman governments of Honorius and later Valentinianus III (425—455) failed to yield results, as Roman 
forces were needed closer to home. 

This is the beginning of Britain’s medieval, independent history. Over the next two centuries three major 
groupings of polities had come to dominate Britain: the Piets and Scots (the latter being immigrants from 
Ireland) in the north, the formerly Roman Britons in the west (gradually confined to Wales and Cornwall), and 
the Anglo-Saxon settlers (treated elsewhere) in the east. The lists below are divided into two parts: Southern 
Britain (including modern England and Wales) and Northern Britain (including modern Scotland). 

I. SOUTHERN BRITAIN (modem England and Wales) 

As related above, the departure of Roman military forces from Britain exposed the country to the 
depredations of Irish (“Scots”), Saxon, and Pictish raiders to a greater degree than before. There was also internal 
displacement of population among tribes and clans that had not completely lost their distinct identities after 
centuries of Roman rule, with the Votadini migrating from the north to the south, eventually settling in 
northern Wales. Vortigern (Gwrtheyrn), an alleged son-in-law of Maximus (Macsen Wledig), attempted to 
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continue Roman administration, but unwisely enlisted the aid of the Saxons in c.450 against Pictish and Scottish 
raiders from the north. The Saxons soon helped themselves to land. Vortigern’s family was eventually replaced by 
Ambrosius Aurelianus (Emrys Wledig), said to have been a relation of the earlier ruler Constantinus 
(Custennin) in later tradition. Under Ambrosius the Britons began their efforts to dislodge the invaders, but the 
high kingship probably meant little more than hegemony. 

This was the age of the all-too mythical king Arthur who, one way or another, represents the determination 
of the Christian Romanized elite to retain its authority and protect its lands from raiders and invaders. Arthur 
himself is now virtually impossible to pin down — he might not have been a king at all, he might have been 
known by some other name, and he might have been a composite figure even in the earliest accounts. The 
proliferation of the name or its derivatives (such as Arthwys or Arthfael) in the 6 th century and later might 
indicate that someone of that name (or nickname or title) did indeed rise to great prominence c. 500, but the first 
attestations of the familiar Arthur as such seem to come from the 9 th and 10 th centuries (in the Historia 
Brittonum ascribed to Nennius, the Annales Cambriae , and the poem Y Goddodin ascribed to the earlier bard 
Aneirin). Efforts to identify Arthur are largely undermined by the all-too misleading layers of information added 
by the fanciful account in Geoffrey of Monmouth’s Historia Regum Britanniae (1138) and the later romances, 
beginning with Chretien de Troyes (in c.1170); Gildas’ De Excidio et Conquestu Britanniae , written c. 544, is 
infuriatingly silent on Arthur, perhaps because the author means to blame the Briton kings for the wretched 
state of the island (although he did single out Ambrosius Aurelianus as a positive figure). 

However, Gildas’ association of bear and dragon symbols with two of his contemporary Briton kings, Cynlas 
the Red (Cuneglasus) and Maelgwyn the Tall (Maglocunus) has been used to identify the prototype for Arthur 
with Cynlas’ father and Maelgwyn’s uncle Owain Whitetooth. 1 Although the bear and dragon allusions were in 
part chosen to elicit a parallel with the Book of Revelation, the identification of Maelgwyn as the high king of 
Britain who had usurped his uncle’s throne, the dragon symbolism (perhaps also reflected in Arthur’ legendary 
father, Uther Pendragon, i.e., Victor Head-Dragon), the bear symbolism ( arth is Welsh for bear), and the 
chronology all make this theory at least remotely plausible, though far from proven. A strict interpretation of the 
term used for Maelgwyn’s murdered uncle, avunculus, however, would imply a maternal uncle, and that may 
disqualify Owain. A chronologically sensible alternative would be to identify the basis for Arthur with the 
equally obscure Arthwys of Ebrauc (York) and the Pennines, who is the only “contender” to have a suitable 
name and live at the correct time. 2 We do not know enough of this Arthwys’ family to confirm or deny any 
possible connection to that of Maelgwyn. Paradoxically, the relative obscurity of Arthwys and his descendants 
resulting from their later displacement by the Anglo-Saxons might explain the loss of information that would 
confirm him as the main basis for the increasingly legendary Arthur of later texts. 

After the resurgence of the Anglo-Saxon advance in the last quarter of the 6 th century the Briton kings were 
eventually confined to Wales and Dumnonia. As a result, apart from the houses of Ebrauc (York) in the north 
and of Dumnonia in Devon and Cornwall, the Southern Briton royal lines are all seemingly Welsh, because after 
c.6oo they were pushed out of England proper by the conquering Anglo-Saxons. The main source evidence for 
these lists is provided by traditional genealogies, preserved in relative abundance due to the clannish nature of 
Briton society. Apart from the problem of occasional variations between sources, the genealogies present further 
problems: they usually omit collateral members of the family who did not form part of the direct genealogical 
sequence or, if a genealogy originated as a kinglist, there is the occasional tendency to turn a predecessor’s 
brother into his son. It is only in later periods, and partly because of the added testimony of English and Irish 
annals and chronicles that further historical information can be attached to the Welsh royal pedigrees. 

There were several major Welsh kingdoms: Gwynedd (with Rhos and other eventual dependencies) in the 
northwest, Powys in the northeast, Deheubarth (Demetia and Ceredigion) in the southwest, and Morgannwg 
(Glywysing and Gwent) in the southeast. The east-central portion of Wales was divided between smaller polities 
including Buellt-Gwerthrynion and Brycheiniog. The rulers of Gwynedd and Powys, at least, descended from 
monarchs who had once dominated much of southern Britain: the royal lineage of Powys claimed descent from 
the first Briton high king, Gwrtheyrn (Vortigern), while that of Gwynedd included Owain Whitetooth (possibly 
the historical Arthur) and Maelgwyn the Tall (the high king in the mid-6 th century). The multiplicity of royal 


1 G. Phillips and M. Keatman, King Arthur: The True Story, London 1991. 

2 M. Ashley, A Brief History of King Arthur: The Man and the Legend Revealed, London 2010. 
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clans and the tendency to divide inheritances among sons conspired against the effective unification of Wales 
under a single monarch. In the 870s Rhodri the Great of Gwynedd made himself the master of much of Wales 
by taking over Ceredigion. In the first half of the 10 th century Hywel the Good of Ceredigion was even more 
successful, extending his sway to Dyfed, Brycheiniog, and Gwynedd. This passing dominance was reestablished at 
the end of the 10 th century by Hywel’s grandson Maredudd of Deheubarth. In 1055 — 1063 Grufifydd I of 
Gwynedd ruled all Wales, although this unity proved short-lived. Llywelyn II of Gwynedd used the title “prince 
of Wales” from 1110, reflecting his overlordship over the entire land (or at least those parts of it that were not in 
the hands of the English), but his direct control extended only to his own kingdom and South Powys, while 
Deheubarth and North Powys were governed by vassal rulers. 

Meanwhile the volatility of Welsh politics allowed the land to fall prey to outside interference: in 918 the 
Welsh kings recognized the overlordship of Wessex/England, while in the second half of the 10 th century Wales 
was repeatedly raided by the Vikings. The Anglo-Norman conquest commenced r.1070 and first affected the 
southern portions of the country, with Norman “marcher lords” taking over first Morgannwg (Glamorgan), and 
then overrunning Deheubarth. English pressure on the northern kingdoms of Gwynedd and Powys increased in 
the 13 th century, leading to a last and fatal war in 1177—1183. With the death of Llywelyn III and the capture 
and execution of Dafydd III, the resistance of Wales was crushed and the English king Edward I took over the 
country, building numerous castles to assure its submission. Since 1301 the title “prince of Wales” was reserved 
for the heir to the English throne, although not every heir was formally invested as prince. After repeated revolts 
in the 1190s and 1310s, a more serious revolt, led by Owain II Glyndwr (Owen Glendower), lasted for a decade 
(1401 —1411). Perhaps ironically it was the Welsh house of Tudor that took over the English throne in 1485. 

It should be noted again that those portions of the kinglists below covering events before the 9 th century 
should be considered merely rationalizations of the pedigrees of later kings. In addition to the all-too frequent 
signs of textual corruption and errors, the listings are prone to omit collaterals or to imply that each genealogical 
link reigned. All this stands in marked contrast with the complex succession apparent in later periods 
illuminated by a relative abundance of further information. 

Apart from the supreme title of wledig designating Roman emperors and certain British “high kings,” the 
pettier rulers in Wales were generically called brenin and later tyivysog , meaning king or ruling prince, sometimes 
rendered in Latin as regains (“kinglet”) rather than rex (“king”). 

High kings (wledig) in southern Britain and Wales 
f.42.5 — ? Gwrtheyrn (Vortigern), the Thin ... son of Gwidol; alleged husband of Severa, daughter of 

Macsen Wledig; deposed 

f.45 5 Gwerthefyr (Vortimer), the Blessed ... son of Gwrtheyrn 

Gwrtheyrn (Vortigern), the Thin ... restored 

?— c.490 Emrys Wledig (Ambrosius Aurelianus) ... ancestor of (?) Aurelius Caninus (c.540) 3 

“Men of the North” 

Rulers of Ebrauc (York) and the Pennines in northern England 

c. 410—440 Coel, the Old ... son of Godebog; husband of Ystradwel, daughter of Gadeon of Dumnonia 
f.440—470 Ceneu ... son of Coel 

3 The fanciful account in Geoffrey of Monmouth’s Historic1 Regum Britanniae makes Vortigern take over from 
the legitimate king Constans, son of Constantine (apparently the usurper Constantinus of 407—411). He then 
has Vortigern reign twice (before and after his son Vortimer), before being overthrown and succeeded by 
Aurelius Ambrosius (i.e., Ambrosius Aurelianus), allegedly the younger brother of Constans. Aurelius Ambrosius 
was then succeeded by his younger brother Uther (i.e., Victor) Pendragon, the father and predecessor of Arthur, 
who was succeeded by his nephew Constantine of Cornwall. The chronology, genealogy, and onomastics render 
this account extremely implausible. Constantinus and his son Constans did rule in 407—411, and Vortigern, 
Vortimer, and Ambrosius Aurelianus are independently attested in the 5 th century, as is Custennin of Dumnonia 
in the 6 th . Arthur is not clearly attested by that name in early sources, for which see the discussion above. 
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c. 470-495 
f-495-52-5 
£■• 52 . 5-5 5 5 
£■•5 5 5-580 
& c -5 5 5 —580 
c. 580 


c. 470—500 
c. 500—530 
f. 5 3 0—560 
f. 5 60—590 
£■• 590-595 
£■• 595—610 
f.610—645 


£■• 440-470 
c.470—500 
f. 5 00—540 
r. 5 40—560 
r. 5 60—590 
f. 5 90—600 


c. 500—540 
f.540—580 
r.580—616 


r. 51 o— 5 3 o 
£■•530—560 
c. 5 60—590 
f.590—620 


Mar 4 ... son of Ceneu 

Arthwys 5 ... son of Mar 

Eliffer, of the Great Army ... son of Arthwys 6 

Peredur, Steelarms ... son of Eliffer 

Gwrgi... son of Eliffer 

Gwgon, the Hero ... son of Peredur 

(to Anglo-Saxon Deira f.580; Bryneich separated f.440; Rheged r.470; Elmet c. 500) 

Rulers of Rheged in northwestern England 

Gwrwst, the Ragged ... son of Ceneu of Ebrauc 

Meirchion, the Lean ... son of Gwrwst 

Cynfarch, the Dismal ... son of Meirchion 

Urien ... son of Cynfarch 

Owain ... son of Urien 

Rhun ... son of Urien; abdicated 

Rhoedd ... son of Rhun 

(to Anglo-Saxon Northumbria f.645) 

Rulers of Bryneich (Bernicia) in northeastern England 

Garbanion ... son of Coel the Old 

Dyfnwal, Moelmud ... son of Garbanion 

Bran, the Old ... son of Dyfnwal 

Morgan I, Fu'lch ... son of Cyngar, son of Dyfnwal 

Coleddog ... son of Morgan I 

Morgan II ... son of Coleddog 

(to Anglo-Saxon Bernicia c.600) 

Rulers of Elmet in northern England 
Lleenog ... son of Mar of Ebrauc 
Gwallog, the Warhorseman ... son of Lleenog 
Ceredig ... son of Gwallog 
(to Anglo-Saxon Northumbria 616) 

Wales and Cornwall 

Rulers of Brycheiniog in southeastern Wales 

Brychan ... son of Anlach; husband of Prawst, daughter of Tudwal of Dumnonia 
Rhun I, Red-Eyes ... son of Brychan 
Rhigeneu ... son of Rhun I 
Llywarch ... son of Rhigeneu 


4 Perhaps identical with Maeswig the Lame, also a son of Ceneu and father of an Arthwys. 

5 Chronologically he may be identifiable as the historical Arthur, and/or to have been confounded with him 
(Ashley 2010). The dates are too approximate to preclude matches with those of the battles of Badon (497/9) 
and Camlann (517/20) from th e. Annales Cambriae (adjusted by one 19-year Easter cycle each, from 516/8 and 
537/9, respectively); but note the possibly artificial nature of the relevant dates in the Annales Cambriae , argued 
by Wiseman (2000). 

6 Elsewhere the descent is given as Eliffer, son of Gwrwst, son of Ceneu. 
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c.610—650 
c.650—670 
f.670—680 

c.680—710 
c. 710—740 
f.740—760 
f.760—790 
f.790—830 
c.830—860 
c.86o—890 
£■.890—910 
£■.910—940 
f.940—960 
f.960—980 


£■•45 5 - 49 ° 
£■.490—510 
c. 510—550 
f.550—580 
f.580—610 
f.6io—640 
£.640—670 
£■.670—700 
c. 700—730 
£■.730—760 
£■.760—790 


£■.460—490 

£■.490—510 

f. 5IO—55O 

f.550—580 
f.580—610 
£T.6lO—640 
£■.640—670 
£■.670—700 

f.700—730 

f.730—760 

f.760—790 

f.790—807 


Idwallon ... son of Llywarch 
Rhiwallon ... son of Idwallon 

Gwlyddien ... husband of Ceindrech, daughter of Rhiwallon; son of Nowy of Dyfed; also 
Dyfed c.660—680 

Cathen ... son of Gwlyddien; also Dyfed 
Cadwgan ... son of Cathen; also Dyfed 
Rhun II ... son of Cadwgan 
Tewdwr I ... son of Rhun II 
Elisedd I... son of Tewdwr I 

Grufifydd I... son of Nowy by Sanan, daughter of Elisedd I 

Tewdwr II ... son of Grufifydd I 

Elisedd II... son of Tewdwr II 

Tewdwr III ... son of Elisedd II 

Grufifydd II ... son of Elisedd II 

Tewdwr IV ... son of Grufifydd II 

(division into lordships 7 under Deheubarth and Gwent f.980) 

Rulers of Buellt and Gwerthrynion in east central Wales 

Pasgen I ... son of Gwrtheyrn 

Briacat (Rhiagath) ... son of Pasgen I 

Mepurit (Idnerth) ... son of Briacat 

Paul ... son of Mepurit 

Eldoc ... son of Paul 

Eldad ... son of Eldoc 

Morudd ... son of Eldad 

Gwyddaint ... son of Morudd 

Pasgen II ... son of Gwyddaint 

Tewdwr ... son of Pasgen II 

Ffernfael ... son of Tewdwr 

(to Powys f.790) 

Rulers of Ceredigion (“Seisyllwg”) in southwestern Wales 

Ceredig I ... son of Cunedda Wledig 

Meirion ... son of Ceredig I 

Cynwelyn ... son of Meirion 

Ceredig II ... son of Cynwelyn 

Iusay ... son of Ceredig II 

Serguil... son of Iusay 

Bodgu ... son of Serguil 

Artbodgu ... son of Bodgu 

Artglys ... son of Artbodgu 8 

Clydog I ... son of Artglys 

Seisyll ... son of Clydog I 

Arthgen ... son of Seisyll 


7 Among Tewdwr IV’s sons Gwylog, Einion, and Dyfnwal, then the sons of Grufifydd ap Elisedd ap Gwylog. 

8 Elsewhere the positions of Artbodgu and Artglys in the line of descent are switched. 



807—f.815 
f.815—850 
f.850—871 
871-878 

878—909 

909—910 


910—950 

950-953 
& 950-954 
& 950—988 
988-999 
999-1005 
1005—1018 
& 1005—1018 
1018 
1018—1013 

1013—1033 
1033-1044 
& 1033—1035 
1044—1047 
1047-1055 
1055—1063 
1063—1071 
1071—1078 
1078—1093 

1093 —1116 
1116—1137 
1137-1143 
1 143 —11 5 1 
1151—1155 
11 5 5 — i 197 
1197—1101 


1199—1130 
1130—1157 
1157-1177 


I. Mladjov, Page 6/18 


Dyfnwallon ... son of Arthgen 
Meurig ... son of Dyfnwallon 
Gwgon ... son of Meurig 

Rhodri, the Great... husband of Angharad, daughter of Meurig; son of Merfyn of Gwynedd; 

Gwynedd 844—878 
Cadell ... son of Rhodri 
Clydog II ... son of Cadell 
(union with Dyfed into Deheubarth 910) 

Rulers of Deheubarth (the union of Dyfed and Ceredigion) in southwestern Wales 

Hywel I, the Good ... former king of Dyfed 905—910; son of Cadell of Ceredigion; also 
Gwynedd 941—950 
Rhodri ... son of Hywel I 
Edwin I ... son of Hywel I 
Owain ... son of Hywel I 

Maredudd I ... son of Owain; regent since 986; Gwynedd 986—999 
Cynan ... son of Hywel III of Gwynedd; Gwynedd 999—1005 
Edwin II ... son of Einion, son of Owain 
Cadell I ... brother of Edwin II 
Aeddan ... son of Blegywryd; usurper 

Llywelyn ... husband of Angharad, daughter of Maredudd; son of Seisyll; Powys c. 995 — 1013; 
Gwynedd 1005 — 1013 

Rhydderch ... son of Iestyn of Glywysing; Glywysing 1015 —1033 
Hywel II ... son of Edwin II 
Maredudd II ... son of Edwin II 

Grufifydd I ... son of Llywelyn; deposed; Gwynedd and Powys 1039—1063 
Grufifydd II ... son of Rhydderch; Glywysing 1033 — 1055 

Grufifydd I... restored; Gwynedd and Powys 1039—1063; Glywysing and Gwent 1055 — 1063 
Maredudd III... son of Owain, son of Edwin II 
Rhys I ... brother of Maredudd III 

Rhys II ... son of Tewdwr, son of Cadell I; in exile in 1088 
— Grufifydd ... son of Maredudd III; rival 1091 
(to England) 

Grufifydd III ... son of Rhys II; recovered Cantref Mawr 
Anarawd ... son of Grufifydd III; associated 1136 
Cadell II ... son of Grufifydd III; abdicated, died 1175 
Maredudd IV ... son of Grufifydd III 

Rhys III ... son of Grufifydd III; resigned royal title 1158, submitting to English overlordship 

Grufifydd IV ... son of Rhys III 

(division into Ceredigion and Cantref Mawr) 

Rulers of Deheubarth in Ceredigion 

Maelgwyn I ... son of Rhys III of Deheubarth 

Maelgwyn II ... son of Maelgwyn I 

Rhys, Ieuanc ... son of Maelgywn II; deposed, died 1301 

(to England 1177) 
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1116—1134 
1134-1144 
1144—1171 
1171 — 1183 


f.410—440 
c- 440-470 
f.470—500 
c. 500—530 
c. 5 3 0—560 
c. 5 60— 590 
f.590—610 
c.610—650 
f.650—680 
c.68o—700 
f.700—710 


f.460—490 
f.490— 510 
c. 510—540 
c. 5 40- 5 7° 
f. 5 70—600 
c.6oo—610 
c.610—650 
f.650—680 
c.68o—700 
c. 700—730 
f.730—760 


Rulers of Deheubarth in Cantref Mawr 

Rhys I, the Hoarse ... son of Rhys III of Deheubarth 

Rhys II, Mechyll... son of Rhys I 

Maredudd ... son of Rhys I 

Rhys III ... son of Maredudd; deposed, died 1191 

(to England 1183) 

Rulers of Dumnonia and Cornwall in southwestern England 

Gadeon ... son of Eudaf the Old 9 

Gwrwawr ... son of Gadeon 

Tudwal ... son of Gwrwawr 

Cynfor (Marcus Cunomorus) ... son of Tudwal 

Custennin ... son of Cynfor 10 

Erbin ... son of Custennin 

Geraint I ... son of Erbin 

Cador ... son of Geraint I 

Peredur ... son of Cador 

Tewdwr ... son of Peredur 

Geraint II ... son of (?) Tewdwr 

(Devon to Anglo-Saxon Wessex c.710; Cornwall subjugated by Wessex/England f.916 11 ) 

Rulers of Dunoding in southwestern Gwynedd (western Wales) 

Dunant... son of Cunedda Wledig 
Einion I ... son of Dunant 
Dinacat ... son of Einion I 
Meurig ... son of Dinacat 
Einion II ... son of Meurig 
Isaac ... son of Einion II 
Podgen ... son of Isaac 
Poddelgu ... son of Podgen 
Einion III ... son of Poddelgu 
Brochfael ... son of Einion III 
Eiciawn ... son of Brochfael 


9 Elsewhere the descent is given as Gadeon, son of Cynan Meiriadog, son of Eudaf. 

10 Some late pedigrees identify Custennin as the father of Gwthyr (Uther), the father of Arthur (Arthwyr), but 
this is chronologically impossible and results from the confounding of this Custennin with Arthur’s legendary 
grandfather Constantinus, the Roman usurper of 407—411. 

11 Several rulers likely to have reigned in Cornwall are known from chronicles (e.g., Doniert, who died in 876, 
Ricatus, Hywel, who submitted to Wessex/England in 916, and Cynan, who rebelled against Wessex/England in 
the late 930s), but it is impossible to identify them in the one surviving traditional genealogy that purports to 
represent the Cornish rulers. This genealogy was compiled after 1600 in the Llyfr Baglan and runs backwards: 
Herbert ap Godwyn ap Alured ap Vephyne ap Vortegyn ap Rolopedaph ap Alanor ap Elnyd ap Fferverdyn ap 
Mordaph ap Hopkin ap Hernam ap Ostwallt ap Canordolye ap Dyfnuall ap Ithel ap Dwn ap Caret ap Coilbye 
ap Progmaell ap Pedrock ap Clement ap Bledrice ap Constantyn ap Cador ap Gurleis. Although a Pedrog ap 
Clemens is confirmed from earlier genealogies and Constantyn may be king Custennin of Dumnonia, it remains 
uncertain to what extent the Llyfr Baglan pedigree incorporates later fanciful traditions (e.g., Geoffrey of 
Monmouth) and how the attested rulers who might have ruled in Cornwall would fit in it. 
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f.760—780 
f.780—810 
C.81O—840 
f.840—850 


c. 410—410 
f.420—440 
C- 440-470 
c. 470—500 
c. 500—530 
f.530—560 
f.560—580 
f.580—610 
f.610—630 
f.630—660 
f.66o—680 
f.68o—710 
f.710—740 
f.740—760 
f.760—790 
f.790-797 
797—808 
808—811 
811—814 
814—f.850 
f.850—893 
893-904 

904- 905 

905— 910 


c. 470— 500 
f.500—530 
f.530—560 
f.560—580 
f. 5 80— 590 


Iouanaul ... son of Eiciawn 
Ceredig ... son of Iouanaul 
Bleidudd ... son of Ceredig 
Cuhelin ... son of Bleidudd 
(to Gwynedd f.850) 

Rulers of Dyfed (Demetia) in southwestern Wales 

Eochaid, Allmuir ... son of Artchorp 

Corath ... son of Eochaid 

Aed, Brosc ... son of Corath 

Tryffin I, the Bearded ... son of Aed 

Aircol, Longhand ... son of Tryffin I 

Gwrthefyr (Vortipor) ... son of Aircol 11 

Cyngar ... son of Gwrthefyr 

Pedr ... son of Cyngar 

Arthwyr ... son of Pedr 13 

Nowy ... son of Arthwyr 

Gwlyddien ... son of Nowy; also Brycheiniog f.670—680 

Cathen ... son of Gwlyddien; also Brycheiniog 

Cadwgan ... son of Cathen; also Brycheiniog 

Rhun I ... son of Cadwgan; also Brycheiniog 

Tewdws ... son of Rhun I 14 

Maredudd ... son of Tewdws 

Rhun II ... son of Maredudd 

Owain ... son of Maredudd 

Tryffin II ... son of Rhun II 

Bledri, the Villain... husband of Tangwystyl, daughter of Owain 
Hyfaidd ... son of Bledri 
Llywarch ... son of Hyfaidd 
Rhodri ... son of Hyfaidd 

Hywel, the Good... husband of Elen, daughter of Llywarch; son of Cadell of Ceredigion; 

Deheubarth 910—950; Gwynedd 941—950 
(union with Ceredigion into Deheubarth 910) 

Rulers of Ergyng in southeastern Wales 
Peibio ... son of Erb of Gwent 
Cynfyn ... son of Peibio 
Gwrgan, the Great... son of Cynfyn 
Caradog ... son of Gwrgan 15 

Athrwys ... son of Meurig I of Gwent by Onbrawst, daughter of Gwrgan 16 


12 Elsewhere the descent is given as Gwrthefyr, son of Erbin, son of Aircol. 

13 Although chronologically far too late to be identified with the historical Arthur, he was confounded with him. 

14 Elsewhere the descent is given as Tewdws, son of Cadwgan. 

15 If Caradog ap Gwrgan is to be identified as Caradog Strongarms (otherwise said to be a son of Llyr, son of 
Einion of Gwynedd), he could have been succeeded by his son Cawrdaf, and he by his son Medrawd. 

16 Athrwys (whether the son or brother of Meurig I of Gwent and Glywysing) has been proposed as the historical 
Arthur (Blackett and Wilson 1986 and Barber and Pykitt 1993), but does not seem to fit chronologically. 
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c. 5 90—615 


c. 470—500 

c.500—530 
c. 5 3 0—560 
c. 560—590 
f.590—610 
c.610—650 
r.650—690 
£■.690—715 
£-.715-765 
f.765—810 
£-.8 10—850 
£-.850—885 
£-.885—930 
£■.930-934 
& f.930—950 
& £-.930—974 
974-£\983 
£■.983 — 1000 
& £-.983 — 1043 
& £.983 —1015 
C.IOI 5 — IO33 
IO33-IO55 
IO55—I063 

IO63—IO74 


£. 450-470 
C. 470—500 
C.500—5 30 

c. 5 3 0—560 
£■.560—590 
f.590—610 
£■.610—650 
£■.650—680 
£■.680—710 
f.710—740 
f.740-765 


Gwrfoddw ... son of Amlawdd, son of Cynwal, son of Ffrwdwr, son of Gwrwawr of Dumnonia 
(to Gwent £-.615) 

Rulers of Glywysing in southern Wales 

Glywys ... son of Solor, son of Nor, son of Owain Blacklips , son of Macsen Wledig-, husband 
of Gwawr, daughter of Ceredig I of Ceredigion 
Gwynllyw, the Warrior ... son of Glywys; abdicated 
Cadog ... son of Gwunllyw 

Meurig ... son of Tewdrig of Gwent by Enynny, daughter of Cynfarch of Rheged; also Gwent 

Morgan I, the Generous ... son of Athrwys, son of Tewdrig 17 ; also Gwent 

Ithel... son of Morgan I; also Gwent 

Rhys I ... son of Ithel 

Brochfael ... son of Rhys I 

Gwriad ... son of Brochfael; also Gwent f.740—765 

Arthfael ... son of Gwriad; also Gwent 

Rhys II ... son of Arthfael 

Hywel I ... son of Rhys II 

Owain I ... son of Hywel I 

Grufifydd I... son of Owain I 

Cadwgan I ... son of Owain I 

Morgan II, the Old ... son of Owain I; also Gwent £.9 5 0—974 

Owain II ... son of Morgan II 

Rhys III ... son of Owain II 

Hywel II ... son of Owain II 

Iestyn ... son of Owain II 

Rhydderch ... son of Iestyn 

Grufifydd II ... son of Rhydderch; Deheubarth 1047—1055 

Grufifydd III ... son of Llywelyn I of Gwynedd; Gwynedd and Powys 1039—1063; Deheubarth 
1044—1047 and 1055 — 1063; Gwent 1055 — 1063 
Cadwgan II... son of Meurig III of Glywysing, son of Hywel II 
(united with Gwent into Morgannwg 1074) 

Rulers of Gwent in southeastern Wales 

Erb ... son of Edric, son of Crierwy, son of Meurig 

Nynniaw ... son of Erb 

Llywarch (Teithfall) ... son of Nynniaw 

Tewdrig ... son of Llywarch 

Meurig I ... son of Tewdrig; also Glywysing 

Morgan I, the Generous ... son of Athrwys, son of Tewdrig 18 ; also Glywysing 

Ithel I ... son of Morgan I; also Glywysing 

Ffernfael I ... son of Ithel I 

Athrwys ... son of Ffernfael I 

Ithel II... son of Athrwys 

Gwriad ... son of Brochfael of Glywysing, son of Rhys I, son of Ithel I; also Glywysing f.725 — 765 


17 Elsewhere the descent is given as Morgan, son of Athrwys, son of Meurig, son of Tewdrig, but see D. Wolcott, 
“Rethinking the Gwent Pedigrees,” available online at http://www.ancientwalesstudies.org/id14.html. 

18 Elsewhere the descent is given as Morgan, son of Athrwys, son of Meurig, son of Tewdrig, but see note above. 
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f.765 — 810 
£-.810—849 
849—c.88o 
c. 880—900 
c. 900—930 
c. 930-950 

f.950-974 

974 -f. 98 o 
f.980—983 
983— c.101 5 
c.ioi 5—1045 
1045-1055 
1055—1063 

1063—1074 


c.43 0—460 
r.460—490 
r.490—520 
£-.510-549 
549 -f- 57 ° 
£-.570-590 
f.590—613 
613—£-.610 
£■.610—634 
634—c.6 5 5 
£.655—681 
681—711 
711-754 
754-798 
798—814 

814— 816 
816 

816—815 

815— 844 
844—878 
878—916 
916—941 
941-950 


Arthfael I ... son of Gwriad; also Glywising 
Meurig II ... son of Arthfael I 
Brochfael ... son of Meurig II 
Ffernfael II ... son of Meurig II 

Arthfael II ... son of Hywel I of Glywysing, son of Rhys II, son of Arthfael I 
Cadell ... son of Arthfael II 

Morgan II, the Old... son of Owain I of Glywysing, brother of Arthfael II; also Glywysing 
c. 950-974 

Nowy ... son of Gwriad, son of Cadwgan I of Glywysing, brother of Morgan II 
Arthfael III... son of Nowy 
Rhodri ... son of Elisedd, brother of Nowy 
Edwin ... son of Gwriad, brother of (?) Arthfael III; deposed 
Meurig III ... son of Hywel II of Glywysing, son of Owain II, son of Morgan II 
Gruffydd ... son of Llywelyn I of Gwynedd; Gwynedd and Powys 1039—1063; Deheubarth 
1044—1047 and 1055—1063; Glywysing 1055 — 1063 
Caradog ... son of Gruffydd I of Glywysing, son of Rhydderch, son of Iestyn, son of Owain II, 
son of Morgan II; all Morgannwg 1074—1081 
(union with Glywysing into Morgannwg 1074) 

Rulers of Gwynedd (Venedotia) in northwestern Wales, later princes of Wales 

Cunedda Wledig ... son of Edern, son of Padarn; husband of Gwawl, daughter of Coel the Old 

Einion, the Impetuous ... son of Cunedda 

Cadwallon I, Longhand... son of Einion 

Maelgwyn I (Maglocunus), the Tall... son of Cadwallon I 

Rhun, the Tall... son of Maelgwyn I 

Beli ... son of Rhun 

Iago I ... son of Beli 19 

Cadfan ... son of Iago I 

Cadwallon II ... son of Cadfan 

Cadfael, Cadomedd ... son of Cynfeddw; usurper 

Cadwaladr, the Blessed ... son of Cadwallon II 

Idwal I, Roebttck ... son of Cadwaladr 

Rhodri I, Molwynog... son of Idwal I 

Caradog ... son of Meirion of Rhos; Rhos c. 750—798 

Cynan I, Dyndaethuy ... son of Rhodri I; deposed 

Hywel I ... son of Caradog; rival since 813; deposed; Rhos 798—825 

Cynan I, Dyndaethwy ... restored 

Hywel I ... restored 

Merfyn, the Freckled... son of Gwriad of Man by Esyllt, daughter of Cynan I; Man f.820—? 
Rhodri II, the Great... son of Merfyn; Ceredigion 871—878 
Anarawd ... son of Rhodri II 

Idwal II, the Bald ... son of Anarawd; vassal of England from 918 
Hywel II, the Good ... son of Cadell of Ceredigion, son of Rhodri II; Dyfed 905—920; 
Deheubarth 920—950 


19 It is possible that the descent should be Iago I, son of Beli, son of Einion, son of Owain of Rhos, for which see 
D. Wolcott, “Ancestry of Cynan Tyndaethy,” available online at http://www.ancientwalesstudies.org/id16.html. 
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950-974 
& 950—969 

974-985 

985— 986 

986- 999 
999-1005 

IOO5—IOI3 

1013 — 1039 
1039—1063 

1063—1075 
& 1063 — 1070 
1075—1081 
1081—1137 
11 37—1170 
1170 
1170—1173 
& 1170—1195 
& 1170—1190 
1195 —1140 

1140—1146 
I146—1181 
& 1146—1155 
I181—1183 


c. 390—410 
c. 410—450 
f.450—480 
c.480—510 
c. 510—540 
£■• 540-570 
c. 5 70—600 
c.600 —610 
c.6io—650 
f.650—670 
f.670—700 
c. 700—710 
f.710—750 
£■• 750-770 
£■• 770-790 
f.790—810 
c.810—815 


Iago II ... son of Idwal II; deposed; rival 974—979; died 979: 

Ieuaf... son of Idwal II; deposed, died 988 
Hywel III, the Bad ... son of Ieuaf; associated 974 
Cadwallon III ... son of Ieuaf 

Maredudd ... son of Owain of Deheubarth, son of Hywel II; Deheubarth 988—999 
Cynan ... son of Hywel III; Deheubarth 999—1005 

Llywelyn I ... husband of Angharad, daughter of Maredudd; son of Seisyll by Prawst, daughter 
ofElisedd, son of Anarawd; Powys f.995—1013; Deheubarth 1018—1013 
Iago III ... son of Idwal, son of Meurig, son of Idwal II 

Grufifydd I ... son of Llywelyn I; also Powys; Deheubarth 1044—1047 and 1055 — 1063; 

Glywysing and Gwent 1055 — 1063 (ruler of all Wales from 1055) 

Bleddyn ... son of Cynfyn by Angharad, daughter of Maredudd; also Powys 
Rhiwallon ... brother of Bleddyn; also Powys 

Trahern ... husband of Nest, daughter of Grufifydd I; son of Caradog, son of Gwyn 

Grufifydd II... son of Cynan, son of Iago III 

Owain I ... son of Grufifydd II; prince of the Welsh from 1157 

Hywel IV ... son of Owain I 

Maelgwyn II ... son of Owain I; in Anglesey; deposed, died 1174: 

Dafydd I ... son of Owain I; in east Gwynedd; deposed, died 1103 
Rhodri III ... son of Owain I; in west Gwynedd; deposed, died 1195 

Llywelyn II, the Great ... son of Iorweth, son of Owain I; prince ofWales from 1110; South 
Powys 1116—1140 

Dafydd II ... son of Llywelyn II; prince of Wales 

Llywelyn III, the Last ... son of Grufifydd, son of Llywelyn II; prince of Wales 
Owain II, the Red ... brother ofLlywelyn III; deposed; associated again 1177—1181? 

Dafydd III ... brother ofLlywelyn III; prince ofWales; deposed, died 1183 
(to England 1183) 

Rulers of Man 

Annun Dunod ... son of Macsen Wledig 

Ednyfed ... son of Annun Dunod 

Tudwal I ... son of Ednyfed 

Dingad ... son of Tudwal I 

Senyllt, the Old ... son of Dingad 

Neithon ... son of Senyllt 

Rhun ... son of Neithon 

Tudwal II... son of Rhun 

Anllech ... son of Tudwal II 

Cynin ... son of Anllech 

Merfyn I, the Great ... son of Cynin 

Anarawd, Givalcherum ... son of Merfyn I 

Tudwal III... son of Anarawd 

Idwal... son of Tudwal III 

Elidir ... son of Sandde by Celeinion, daughter of Tudwal III 
Gwriad ... son of Elidir 

Merfyn II, the Freckled ... son of Gwriad; Gwynedd 815—844 
(to Gwynedd 815; later lost to Viking and Irish princes in the 830s) 
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c. 460— 500 
c. 500—530 
c. 5 3 0—560 
c. 5 60— 590 
f.590—620 
c.6zo —650 
r.650—680 
f.68o—710 
c.710—740 
f.740-770 
f.770—800 
c.800—830 


1074—1081 

1081—1091 


r.43 0—460 
f.460—490 
f.490—520 
c. 520—550 
c. 5 50—580 
f.580—610 
f.610—616 
616— c.66o 
c.660—690 
f.690—720 
f.720—750 
c. 750—780 
f.780—808 
808—f.853 
r.853—863 


Rulers of Meirionydd in southwestern Gwynedd (western Wales) 

Meirion ... son of Cunedda Wledig 20 

Cadwaladr ... son of Meirion 

Gwrin, Ragged-beard ... son of Cadwaladr 

Clydno, Longshanks ... son of Gwrin 

Gwyddno ... son of Clydno 

Idris ... son of Gwyddno 

Yswallt ... son of Idris 

Brochfael I ... son of Yswallt 

Einudd ... son of Brochfael I 

Ednyfedd ... son of Einudd 

Brochfael II ... son ofEdnyfedd 

Cynan ... son of Brochfael II 

(to Gwynedd c.830) 

Rulers of Morgannwg 21 (the union of Glywysing and Gwent) in southeastern Wales 
Caradog ... son of Gruffydd I of Glywysing; Gwent since 1063; all Morgannwg 1074 
Iestyn ... son of Gwrgan, son of Ithel, son of Owain II of Glywysing; deposed, died 1093? 
(to England 1091) 

Rulers of Powys in northeastern Wales 
Cadell I, Gleaming-Hilt ... son of Cateyrn 22 
Pasgen ... son of Cadell I 

Mawn ... son of Pasgen by Annan, daughter of Brydw (Gwerthefyr?), son of Gwrtheyrn 23 

Cyngen I, the Renowned ... son of Mawn 

Brochfael I, of the Tusks ... son of Cyngen I 

Cynan I, the Cruel ... son of Brochfael I 

Selyf I, Battle-Serpent ... son of Cynan I 

Eiludd ... son of Cynan I 24 

Beli... son of Eiludd 

Gwylog ... son of Beli 

Elisedd ... son of Gwylog 

Brochfael II ... son of Elisedd 

Cadell II ... son of Brochfael II 

Cyngen II ... son of Cadell II; abdicated, died 856 

Cadweithian ... son of Aeddan, son of Cyngen, son of Brochfael II; deposed 25 


20 Elsewhere the descent is given as Meirion, son of Tybion, son of Cunedda, but see D. Wolcott, “Meirion 
Meirionydd, “Grandson” of Cunedda,” available online at http://www.ancientwalesstudies.0rg/id3.html. 

21 Also called Glamorgan. 

22 Elsewhere the positions of Cadell I and Cateyrn in the line of descent are switched, and Cateyrn and Pasgen 
are given as the sons of Gwrtheyrn. The seeming discrepancies are plausibly resolved by D. Wolcott in “Ancient 
Powys,” available online at http://www.ancientwalesstudies.org/id79.html. 

23 Alternately Annan may have been Mawn’s wife. 

24 Elsewhere the descent is given as Eiludd, son of Selyf, son of Cynan. 

25 The traditional view that Powys passed to Gwynedd in c.853 —1063 has been challenged by D. Wolcott, 
“Powys Succession after 823,” available online at http://www.ancientwalesstudies.org/id13.html. The present 
listing reflects Wolcott’s research. 



863—c.8 8 5 
c.885 — 910 

c - 910-935 

c.93 5-965 
c.965-995 
f.995—1013 
1023—1017 
1027—1039 
1039—1063 

1063—1075 
& 1063—1070 
1075—1088 
1088—1103 
1103—1111 

1111—1116 
1116—1131 
1132—1160 


1160—1191 

1191—1197 
1197—1136 
1136—1169 
1169—1177 
1277—1189 
1189—1304 
1304-1365 
1365-1369 
1369—1416 
1416—1411: 


1160—1195 
1195—1116 
1116—1140 
1140—1186 
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Brochfael III ... son of Cadweithian 
Selyf II ... son of Brochfael III 
Aeddan ... son of Selyf II 
Brochfael IV ... son of Aeddan 
Cadell III ... son of Brochfael IV 

Llywelyn ... son of Seisyll, son of Brochfael IV; Gwynedd 1005 — 1013; Deheubarth 1018—1013 
Cynan II ... brother of Llywelyn 

Cynfyn ... son of Gwerystan by Nest, daughter of Cadell III 

Grufifydd ... son of Llywelyn; also Gwynedd; Deheubarth 1044—1047 and 1055 — 1063; 

Glywysing and Gwent 1055 — 1063 
Bleddyn ... son of Cynfyn; also Gwynedd 
Rhiwallon ... son of Cynfyn; also Gwynedd 
Madog I ... son of Bleddyn 
Iorweth ... son of Bleddyn; deposed 
Cadwgan ... son of Bleddyn; associated 1088 
+ Iorweth ... associated again 1110—1111 
Owain ... son of Cadwgan; in English captivity 1114—1115 
Maredudd ... son of Bleddyn 
Madog II... son of Maredudd 
(division into North and South Powys 1160) 

Rulers of North Powys and lords of Glyndyfrdwy 

Grufifydd I, Maelor ... son of Madog II of Powys 
+ Owain, Fychan ... brother of Grufifydd I; associated 1160— 1187 
+ Owain, Brogynton ... brother of Grufifydd I; associated 1160—1188 
Owain I ... son of Grufifydd I 

Madog ... son of Grufifydd I; associated 1191; Gwynedd vassal 1118 

Grufifydd II, Maelor ... son of Madog 

Madog II ... son of Grufifydd II 

Grufifyd III, Fychan ... son of Grufifydd II 

Madog III ... son of Grufifyd III; lord of Glyndyfrdwy 

Grufifydd IV ... son of Madog III 

Grufifydd V, Fychan ... son of Grufifydd IV 

Owain II, Glyndivr ... son of Grufifydd V; rebel prince of Wales 1400—1411 
Maredudd ... son of Owain II 
(disappearance of the polity 1411:) 

Rulers of South Powys 

Owain, Cyfeiliog ... son of Grufifydd, son of Maredudd of Powys; abdicated, died 1197 
Gwenwynwyn ... son of Owain; deposed, died 1116? 

Llywelyn, the Great ... son of Iorweth; Gwynedd 1195—1140 
Grufifydd ... son of Gwenwynwyn; in exile 1157—1163 and 1174—1177 
(to England 1186) 
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r. 490—510 
c. 510—550 
£-.550-57° 
£■.570—600 
£.600—610 
£■.610—650 
£■.650—670 
£.670—700 
£.700—710 
£.710—750 
£■•750-798 
798-815 


Rulers of Rhos in eastern Gwynedd (northern Wales) 

Owain, Whitetooth ... son of Einion of Gwynedd 26 ; possibly also Gwynedd or Powys 

Cynlas (Cuneglasus), the Red... son of Owain 

Maig ... son of Cynlas 27 

Cangan ... son of Maig 

Cadwal... son of Cangan 

Idgwyn ... son of Cadwal 

Einion ... son of Idgwyn 

Rhufon ... son of Einion 

Hywel I ... son of Rhufon 

Meirion ... son of Hywel I 

Caradog ... son of Meirion; Gwynedd 754—798 

Hywel II ... son of Caradog; Gwynedd 814—816 and 816—815 

(to Gwynedd 815) 


II. NORTHERN BRITAIN (modern Scotland) 

Northern Britain (modern Scotland) achieved a significant degree of political cohesion at least at the royal 
level in the Middle Ages, but it was divided between several rival kingdoms in earlier times. The Piets dominated 
highland and eastern Scotland and their kings succeeded to the throne in the female line. The royal series is 
known primarily from the Pictish Chronicle, but the chronology and especially genealogy of rulers remains often 
uncertain (in part due to the disparity between naming royal fathers but omitting the names of royal mothers in 
spite of the succession passing through them). Some level of certainty is obtained with the reign of Drest, son of 
Erb, in the mid- 5 th century. Many Pictish kings had foreign monarchs as fathers, including Maelgwyn I of 
Gwynedd, several kings of Dal Riata, and even a king of Strathclyde. In spite of momentary alliances, the Piets 
were often in strained relations with their Briton, Scottish, and Anglo-Saxon neighbors. 

In the 840s the Pictish monarchy united with that of the Dal Riata Scots (i.e., “Irishmen”), which had 
become established by immigrants from Ireland in western coastal Scotland in £.500. The kingdom of Dal Riata 
flourished in the late 6 th century, spreading over western Scotland and northeastern Ireland. Defeated by Anglo- 
Saxon Northumbria in the 7 th century, fighting Strathclyde to the south, and badly mauled by Viking raids, the 
much weakened Dal Riata Scots united into a single monarchy with the Piets under Kenneth I MacAlpin by 
847. This was the foundation of what became Scotland (or “Alba”), although the first several Scottish kings 
apparently continued to style themselves “kings of the Piets” until the mid- 10 th century. 

The third monarchy to partake in the formation of later Scotland was Strathclyde (located in southwestern 
Scotland’s Carrick and Galloway and northwestern England’s Cumbria). This Briton kingdom emerged with the 
end of Roman rule in the 5 th century and its ruling dynasty appears to have come from Romanized local notables 
in Cumbria. By the first half of the 7 th century the kingdom of Strathclyde, centered at Dumbarton, had become 
powerful enough to inflict a defeat on Dal Riata to its north, and further clashes occurred in the 8 th century. 
This provoked an attack by a Pictish-Northumbrian alliance in 750, resulting in Strathclyde’s defeat. In 780 the 
kingdom was ravaged by unnamed invaders and seems to have entered a period of weakness. Like its northern 
neighbor Dal Riata, Strathclyde suffered from Viking raids and in 872 its king Artgal was captured and killed by 
the Vikings. The last king of Strathclyde, Eochaid, was a maternal grandson of Kenneth I of Scotland. In 878 he 
became king of Scotland too, but on his fall a decade later his kingdom was annexed to the Scottish monarchy. 
Later on it recovered a degree of autonomy as a vassal kingdom entrusted to various members of the Scottish 
royal house from the early 10 th to the mid-i i th century. These are treated elsewhere. 


26 Owain has been proposed as the historical Arthur (Phillips and Keatman 1992); the approximate dates match 
those of the battles of Badon (497/9) and Camlann (518/20) from the Annales Cambriae (adjusted by one 19- 
year Easter cycle each, from 516/8 and 537/9, respectively); but note the possibly artificial nature of the relevant 
dates in the Annales Cambriae, argued by Wiseman (2000). 

27 Elsewhere the descent is given as Maig, son of Owain, son of Cynlas. 
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42 . 4-45 3 
453-457 
457-468 
468—498 
498-513 
513-533 
& 513 - 52.9 
533-540 
& 533-541 
541-5 52 . 
5 52.-5 5 3 
5 5 3-5 56 
5 56-584 
584—601 
601—611 
611—63 I 
631-635 
635-641 
641-653 
653-657 
657-663 
663—671 
671-693 
693-697 
697—706 
706-714 
714-716 
716—718 

718- 719 

719- 761 


761-763 

763-775 

775-780 

780— 781 

781- 785 

785-789 
789—810 
810—834 
834-837 
& 834-837 


Kings of the Piets 28 
Drest I ... son of Erb 

Talorg I ... son of Aniel by sister of Drest I 

Nechtan I ... son of Erb by sister of Talorg I 

Drest II ... sister’s son of Nechtan I 

Galam I ... son of Geraint by sister of Drest II; deposed 

Drest III ... son of Girom by sister of Galam I; in exile 511 — 519 

Drest IV ... son of Drest by sister of Galam I; in exile 516—511 

Gartnait I ... brother of Drest III 

Cailtram ... brother of Gartnait I 

Talorg II ... son of Mordeleg 

Drest V ... son of Munait by sister of (?) Cailtram 

Galam II ... deposed, died 579 

Bruide I ... son of king Maelgwyn I of Gwynedd by sister of (?) Cailtram 

Gartnait II ... son of (?) king Aedan ofDal Riata by Domnach, sister of Bruide I 

Nechtan II ... son of Gwyddno MacErb by sister of Drest IV; Strathclyde 611—611 

Cinioch ... son of Luchtren by sister of Nechtan II 

Gartnait III ... son of Bruide I’s son Gwid by sister of Nechtan II 

Bruide II ... brother of Gartnait III 

Talorg III ... brother of Bruide II 

Talorgan I ... son of king Eanfrith of Northumbria by sister of Talorg III 
Gartnait IV ... son of king Domnall I of Dal Riata by sister of Talorg III 
Drest VI ... brother of Gartnait IV; deposed, died 677 

Bruide III ... son of Nechtan II’s son Beli I of Strathclyde by sister of Talorgan I 
Taran ... son of Ainftech by sister of Bruide III; deposed 
Bruide IV ... son of (?) Dargart MacFinnguine by Derile, sister of Drest VI 
Nechtan III ... brother of Bruide IV; deposed 

Drest VII ... son of king Eochaid II ofDal Riata by sister of Taran; deposed, died 719 
Alpin I ... brother of Drest VII; deposed; Dal Riata 733—736; died 741: 

Nechtan III ... restored; deposed, died 731 
Oengus I ... son of Fergus by sister of Taran; Dal Riata 741—750 
+ Talorgan ... son of Drest VII; associated in Atholl, died 739 
+ Talorgan ... brother of Oengus I; associated in Atholl, died 750 
Bruide V ... brother of Oengus I 

Cinaed I ... son of Feredach MacDungal by sister of Drest VII 
Alpin II ... brother of Cinaed I 

Talorgan II, the Black ... son of Oengus I by sister of Drest VII 

Drest VIII ... son of Talorgan II 

Conall ... son of Tadg; deposed; Dal Riata 805—807 

Caustantin ... son of Oengus I’s son Fergus by sister of Alpin II; Dal Riata 789—805 
Oengus II ... brother of Caustantin; Dal Riata 810—834? 

Drest IX ... son of Caustantin 

Talorgan III ... son of Fethoil by sister of Oengus II 


28 The matrilineal descent of Pictish kings is very conjectural and the listing here is a combination of those in 
Anderson (1973) and Ashley (1998). It is uncertain whether Domnach and Derile are the names of men or 
women, which would affect the present reconstruction (which has assumed the latter). 
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837-839 

839—841 

841 

841—843 

843-845 

845-847 


498—501 
501-507 
507-538 
538-558 
558-574 
574—608 
608—619 

619—641 
641—650 
650—654 
654—660 
660—673 
673-688 
688—695 
695-697 

697 

697— 698 

698— 700 
700—711 
711-713 
713-716 
716-733 
733-736 

& 733-736 
736-739 
739-741 
741-750 
750-778 
778-781 
781-789 

789—805 

805—807 


Eogan ... son of Oengus II; Dal Riata 837—839? 

Ferat... son of Bargoit by sister of Oengus II 

Bruide VI ... son of Ferat 

Cinaed II ... son of Ferat 

Bruide VII ... son of Fochel 

Drest X ... son of Ferat 

(union with the Dal Riata Scots into Scotland 847) 

Kings of the Dal Riata Scots 29 

Fergus I, the Great ... son of Ere; settled in western Scotland 

Domangart I ... son of Fergus I 

Comgall ... son of Domangart I 

Gabran ... son of Domangart I 

Conall I ... son of Comgall 

Aedan ... son of Gabran 30 

Eochaid I, the Blond ... son of Aedan 

+ Connad, Cerr ... son of Conall I; associated 619 

Domnall I, Brecc ... son of Eochaid I 

Ferchar I ... son of Connad; associated 637 

Dunchad I ... son of Conaing the Black, son of Aedan 31 

Conall II, Crandonna ... son of Eochaid I; associated 650 

Domangart II ... son of Domnall I 

Mael Duin ... son of Conall II 

Domnall II, Donn ... son of Conall II 

Ferchar II, the Tall ... son of Feredach, son of Fergus, son of Nechtan, son of Colum, son of 
Baetan, son of Eochaid, son of Muiredach, son of Foarn, brother of Fergus 
Eochaid II, Crooknose ... son of Domangart II 
Ainbcellach ... son of Ferchar II; deposed, died 719 
Fiannamail ... son of Conall, son of Dunchad I 
Dunchad II, Becc ... son of (?) Fiannamail 
Selbach ... son of Ferchar II; rival since 700; abdicated, died 730 
Dungal ... son of Selbach; deposed, died 736: 

Eochaid III ... son of Eochaid II 

Alpin I ... son of Eochaid II; Piets 716—718; deposed, died 741: 

Muiredach ... son of Ainbcellach 

Eogan I ... son of Muiredach 

Indrechtach ... son of Fiannamail 

Oengus I ... son of Fergus; deposed; Piets 719—761 

Aed I, the White ... son of Eochaid III 

Fergus II ... son of Eochaid III 

Eochaid IV, the Poisonous ... son of Aed I 

— Donncoirce ... rival 781—791? 

Caustantin ... son of Fergus II; Piets 789—810 
Conall III ... son of Tadg; Piets 785—789 


29 The end of the list seems to include some Pictish kings that cannot be shown to have reigned in Dal Riata. 

30 Aedan’s son Artuir has been proposed as the historical Arthur (Carroll 1996) but does not fit chronologically. 

31 Elsewhere the descent is given as Dunchad I, son of Duban, son of Eugan, son of Eoganan, son of Gabran. 
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807—811 
811—834 


834-839 


839-847 


c . 450-470 

f.470-490 

& f.470-495 

f. 490-505 

f.495-5IO 

& ^-49 5 — 5 — 5 
f- 505 - 52-5 
£■• 52 . 5-5 50 
c. 5 50— 580 
f.580—611 
611—611 
611—633 

63 3-£\645 
f.645—658 
658— f.68o 
c.68o—694 
694-711 
711-751 
751-760 
760—f.785 
f.785—810 
f.810—83 5 
f.83 5—871 
871-1878 
1878—889 


Conall IV ... son of Aedan (Aed I?) 

Domnall III ... son of Caustantln 
+ Oengus II ... son of Fergus II; Piets 810—834 
Aed II ... son ofBoanta 

+ Alpin II ... son of Eochaid IV; associated in Galloway (?) 834 
+ Eogan II (Eoganan) ... son of Oengus II; Piets 837—839 
— Gofraid ... son of (?) Fergus II; claimant 839 
Kenneth I ... son of Alpin II; king of Scotland 847—8 5 8 
(union with the Piets into Scotland 847) 

Kings of Strathclyde (Ystrad Clud / Alt Clud) 

Ceretic ... son of Cynlop 

Erbin ... son of Ceretic 

Cinuit ... son of Ceretic 

Geraint ... son of Erbin 

Tutagual I ... son of Cinuit 

Dumnagual I, the Old ... son of Cinuit 

Caw ... son of Geraint 

Clinoch ... son of Dumnagual I 

Tutagual II ... son of Clinoch 

Riderch I, the Generous ... son of Tutagual II 

Nechtan ... son of Gwyddno, son of Dumnagual I; Piets 601—611 

Beli I ... son of Nechtan 

Owen I ... son of Beli I 

Gwriad ... son of (?) Owen I 

Alpin ... son of Owen I 

Dumnagual II ... son of Owen I 

Beli II ... son of Alpin 

Teudebur ... son of Beli II 

Dumnagual III ... son of Teudebur 

Owen II ... son of Dumnagual III 

Riderch II ... son of Owen II 

Dumnagual IV ... son of Riderch II 

Artgal ... son of Dumnagual IV 

Rhun ... son of Artgal 

Eochaid ... son of Rhun; Scotland 878—889; deposed, died 890 
(to Scotland 889) 
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